
Additional resources are available at gospelproject.com. For free training and session-by-
session help, visit www.ministrygrid.com/web/thegospelproject.

Use Week of:

BIBLE PASSAGE: 
Genesis 1–2

STORY POINT: God created people 
in His own image, and He loves us.

KEY PASSAGE: 
Colossians 1:16b

BIG PICTURE QUESTION: 
Who is God? God is our Creator 

and King.

TEACH THE STORY
(15–20 MINUTES)
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EXPERIENCE THE STORY
(25–30 MINUTES)
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(10+ MINUTES)
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LEADER Bible Study
On the sixth day of creation, God created man in His own image. 
God formed the man out of dust from the ground and breathed into 
his nostrils the breath of life, and the man became a living creature. 
(Gen. 2:7) Man was set apart as different from the rest of God’s creation. 
God skillfully formed man out of dust as a potter forms a pot out of clay. 
(See Isa. 64:8.) He put His own breath into man.

God sustained and provided for the man. He planted a garden in Eden 
and put the man there to work it and keep it. (Gen. 2:8,15) Then God 
gave the man a command. God told the man, “You must not eat from 
the tree of the knowledge of good and evil.” Then God explained the 
consequences, “For on the day you eat from it, you will certainly die” 
(Gen. 2:17).

Then God made woman from the man’s rib. She was a suitable helper for 
him. Both man and woman were created in God’s image. The first man, 
Adam, and the first woman, Eve, lived in the garden and enjoyed God’s 
friendship.

As you teach preschoolers this week, help them understand what it 
means to be made in the image of God. It means we are made like Him, 
or patterned after Him. God does not have a physical body; He is Spirit, 
and He has given each of us a spirit. God gives people the ability to 
think and to feel emotions and to make choices. He gives us the ability 
to understand right and wrong.

God created people to know and love Him. We know that Adam and 
Eve’s disobedience brought sin into the world. For that reason, God sent 
His Son, Jesus—“the image of the invisible God” (Col. 1:15) and “the 
exact expression of His nature” (Heb. 1:3). God the Son became fully 
man, acting as the second Adam, to bring life to those who are in Him. 
(See 1 Cor. 15:45-49.)
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God Created People
Genesis 1–2

God created the whole world. He made the sun, the sky, plants and 
trees, and many kinds of animals. But God was not finished yet. On 
Day 6 of creation, God made people and He loved them most of all.

God said, “Let us make man in our image.” So He 
made a body out of the dust on the ground. 

Then He breathed into the man, and 
the man came to life. The man’s 

name was Adam. God gave Adam 
a home. He made a garden 

and put Adam in it. God gave 
Adam a job working in the 
garden and taking care of it.

God gave Adam food to 
eat. God said, “You may eat 
from any of the trees in the 
garden, except for one.” God 
warned him, “If you eat from 
that tree, you will die.”

Then God looked at Adam. 
Adam was all alone. “It is not 

good for the man to be alone,” 
God said. So God decided to make 

a helper for him. God brought to 
Adam the animals He had created, and 

Adam gave the animals special names. But 
these animals did not make good helpers for Adam.

So God made Adam fall fast asleep. God took one of Adam’s 
ribs, and He created a woman. When Adam woke up and saw the 
woman, he was happy! The woman was a perfect helper for Adam; 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Form dust: Bring
in a bowl of dirt or
potting soil. Form the
soil in a ball in your
hands and breathe on
it at the appropriate
moment in the Bible
story.

• Pantomime the
story: Enlist a male
and a female adult
volunteer to play out
the parts of Adam
and Eve as you tell
the Bible story. Eve
may stand off from
the focal area and
enter the scene while
Adam “sleeps.”

The BIBLE Story
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God Created People
Genesis 1–2

God created the whole world. He made the sun, the sky, plants and 
trees, and many kinds of animals. But God was not finished yet. On
Day 6 of creation, God made people and He loved them most of all.

God said, “Let us make man in our image.” So He 
made a body out of the dust on the ground. 

Then He breathed into the man, and 
the man came to life. The man’s 

name was Adam. God gave Adam 
a home. He made a garden 

and put Adam in it. God gave 
Adam a job working in the 
garden and taking care of it.

God gave Adam food to 
eat. God said, “You may eat 
from any of the trees in the 
garden, except for one.” God 
warned him, “If you eat from 
that tree, you will die.”

Then God looked at Adam. 
Adam was all alone. “It is not 

good for the man to be alone,” 
God said. So God decided to make 

a helper for him. God brought to 
Adam the animals He had created, and 

Adam gave the animals special names. But 
these animals did not make good helpers for Adam.

So God made Adam fall fast asleep. God took one of Adam’s 
ribs, and He created a woman. When Adam woke up and saw the 
woman, he was happy! The woman was a perfect helper for Adam; 

Bible 
Storytelling Tips

• Form dust: Bring 
in a bowl of dirt or 
potting soil. Form the 
soil in a ball in your 
hands and breathe on 
it at the appropriate 
moment in the Bible 
story. 

• Pantomime the 
story: Enlist a male 
and a female adult 
volunteer to play out 
the parts of Adam 
and Eve as you tell 
the Bible story. Eve 
may stand off from 
the focal area and 
enter the scene while 
Adam “sleeps.” 

she was his wife. Adam named his wife Eve.
God put Adam and Eve in charge of the animals 

and gave them everything they needed. God looked at 
everything He had made, and it was very good! So on 
Day 7 of creation, God rested from His work.

Christ Connection: God created people in His own image. 
He loves us and gives us everything we need. People are special 
because God made us to know and love Him. Through Jesus, 
we can know and love God just as He planned.
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TEACH the Story

SESSION TITLE: God Created People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1–2
STORY POINT: God created people in His own image, and He loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Welcome and worship with song
Greet preschoolers with a smile. As preschoolers arrive, sing 
an action song such as “Firm Foundation” to engage them 
and help them feel welcomed. Begin worship by leading 
preschoolers in the theme song, “My Father’s World.”

Watch or tell the Bible story
Invite all the children to stand up. Call out physical 
characteristics. If that describes them, they must sit down. 
Count the number of children standing after each round, 
then invite everyone to stand again. Play three rounds. 
SAY • God made people in His own image, which means 

we can know and love Him and show the world what 
God is like. Today we’ll learn how God made the first 
people, a man named Adam, and a woman named 
Eve. 

Open your Bible to Genesis 1–2. Show the video or tell 
the Bible story using the provided storytelling tips. Use the 
bolded version of the Bible story for young preschoolers.

Practice the key passage and a Bible skill
Place the key passage marker at Colossians 1:16b. Invite 
a few volunteers to come up one at a time and open your 
Bible to the key passage. Remind preschoolers that the Bible 

• “Firm Foundation” 
song

• “My Father’s World” 
song

• Bible
• “God Created People” 

video (optional)
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Story Point Poster
• Giant Timeline

• Bible
• Key Passage Poster
• “Key Passage Marker” 

printable
• “All Things” song
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has two parts: the Old Testament and the New Testament. 
SAY • Our Bible story is in the Old Testament, but our key 

passage is in the New Testament. Our key passage 
tells us that everyone was created through Jesus and 
for Jesus. We were all made to worship and love 
Jesus. We were all made to follow and obey Him. 
Through Jesus, we can know and love God, just as 
He planned. 

Sing the key passage song “All Things” together.

Learn the big picture question and answer
SAY • Our big picture question asks, Who is God? God is 

our Creator and King. Because God made us and 
rules over everything, we should follow what He says 
and worship Him.

Respond through song and prayer
SAY • God created people in His own image, and He 

loves us. People are special because God made us to 
know and love Him. Through Jesus, we can know 
and love God, just as He planned.

Sing “My Father’s World” and “God Gives Us Everything 
We Need” as preschoolers move with the music. Prepare for 
prayer by singing “I Am With You.” You may also collect an 
offering.
SAY • God, You love us, and You made us to love You back. 

You made men, women, boys, and girls in Your own 
image, which makes us a very special creation. Thank 
You that through Jesus, we can have a relationship 
with You, our Creator and King. Amen. 

Transition to experience the story

• Big Picture Question 
Poster

• Story Point Poster
• “My Father’s World” 

song 
• “God Gives Us 

Everything We Need”
song

• “I Am With You” song
• offering basket

• countdown video 
(optional)
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EXPERIENCE the Story

SESSION TITLE: God Created People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1–2
STORY POINT: God created people in His own image, and He loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Sing a song
Sing “Head and Shoulders, Knees and Toes” and invite 
children to do the motions with you. If you are unfamiliar 
with the tune or motions, check them out online before 
class. For older preschoolers, increase the speed each round.
SAY • God made your body and gave you breath to breathe. 

He made you to be His special creation. God created 
people in His own image, and He loves us. 

Play in sand
Cover a table and the floor below with tablecloths. Place 
a plastic bin filled with a couple inches of sand on the 
table. Provide sand toys such as pails, cups, and shovels for 
preschoolers to play with. Challenge preschoolers to make a 
person out of the sand. 
SAY • God made Adam out of the dust of the ground. God 

is the only One who can make a person and give him 
or her life. God created people in His own image, 
and He loves us. 

Form shape people
Provide a variety of construction paper shape cutouts such 
as circles, triangles, and rectangles. Encourage preschoolers 
to use the shapes to form people.  

• tablecloths, 2
• clean play sand
• plastic bin
• shovels
• pails or cups

• construction paper
• blunt-tipped scissors
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SAY • God created people in His own image, and He 
loves us. He made people of every color, shape, and 
size. God wants everyone He has made to know 
Jesus. Through Jesus, we can know and love God. 

Decorate a person
Trace a child’s body on a long sheet of paper. At the top 
of the paper, write, God made you and me. Encourage 
preschoolers to work together to draw the eyes, mouth, 
clothes, and other features on the body. 
SAY • God made every human on earth. He made us all to 

know and love Him. Through Jesus, we can know 
and love God just as He planned. Who is God? God 
is our Creator and King?

Play an Adam and Eve relay
Set plastic fruits and vegetables on a table. Form two teams 
with an equal number of boys and girls. Direct teams to line 
up single file, alternating gender. Give each team a basket. 
Explain that when you say go, one member from each team 
must walk to the table, pick up an item, walk back, place 
the item in his team’s basket, and high five the next child 
in line. The next child will repeat the actions. Continue 
the relay until all the food is gone. The team with the most 
food in their basket wins. 
SAY • Good job working together, boys and girls! God 

created people in His own image, and He loves us. 
God made both boys and girls in His own image. 
Boys and girls are different, but God wants them to 
work together in His kingdom!  

Transition to review the story

• long sheet of paper
• crayons and markers

Option: If time and 
resources allow, 
trace each child’s 
body on a large 
sheet of paper 
for children to 
decorate on their 
own.

• plastic fruits and 
vegetables

• countdown video 
(optional)
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REVIEW the Story

SESSION TITLE: God Created People
BIBLE PASSAGE: Genesis 1–2
STORY POINT: God created people in His own image, and He loves us.
KEY PASSAGE: Colossians 1:16b
BIG PICTURE QUESTION: Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

Review
Point to the giant timeline as you review today’s Bible story. 
Ask the following review questions:

1. What did God create people to be like? (God
created people in His own image, and He loves
us.)

2. How did God make Adam? (out of the dust, His
breath)

3. Where was Adam’s home? (the garden)
4. How did God make Eve? (from Adam’s rib)
5. Why did God make us? (to know and love Him)
6. Who is God? God is our Creator and King.

SAY • God made people in a special way. He formed Adam 
from the dust on the ground. He formed Eve out 
of Adam’s rib. God gave Adam a job to do with the 
animals in the garden, and Eve was Adam’s wife and 
special helper for him. Beginning with Adam and 
Eve, God has made every human in His own image. 
God loves us and wants us to know and love Him 
too. He made a way for us to have a relationship with 
Him through Jesus. 

Sing the theme song, “My Father’s World” or the key 
passage song, “All Things.”

• Bible
• Bible Story Picture 

Poster
• Giant Timeline
• Story Point Poster
• Big Picture Question 

Poster
• Key Passage Poster
• “My Father’s World” 

song (optional)
• “All Things” song 

(optional)
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Pray
Invite preschoolers to tell you any prayer requests they have.
SAY • God, You made us in a special way. You made us in 

Your image to show the world what You are like. We 
want to know and love You, and we can through 
Jesus. Help us obey You and follow You because You 
are our Creator and King. Amen.

Missions moment
 SAY • The next few weeks we will learn about a 

family living on mission in London, England. Since 
England has a queen, let’s play a royal game! 

Choose three volunteers: a “queen” or “king” and two 
“subjects.” Lead the queen to sit on her “throne” and 
explain that you will whisper a royal message into her ear. 
She will then whisper her message to one of the subjects 
who will whisper it to the other subject. That subject will 
share the message out loud with the group. If the message 
was incorrect, share with your group the original message. 
Continue until all the messages have been shared. 

Play “God … made … you!”
Play “Duck, Duck, Goose” according to the traditional 
rules. Instead of saying “Duck, duck” and then “goose” to 
choose a child, she will say, “God made, God made” and 
then “you” to choose the child who will try and chase her 
back to his spot.
SAY • God made everyone in this room, and He wants you 

to know and love Him. God made people in His 
own image, and He loves us. You matter! We can 
know and love God through Jesus.

• chair

Suggested royal 
messages: 

• Fred fed Ted bread. 
• Three fluffy feathers. 
• Many mice make 

music. 
• Six socks sat in 

a sink.
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